
THE MESSENGER 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:” 

 Luke 2:9-10 

December 2019 

Christmas pageants in church fellowship halls are, like Luke’s gospel itself, 

pictures of what happens to unremarkable people in a dark world 

when suddenly, and in ways they do not fully understand, 

the glory of the Lord shines upon them. 

– Tom Long, Shepherds and Bathrobes,  

(Lima, Ohio:C.S.S. Publishing Co., 1987), page 43. 



From the Pastor’s Pen 
Pastor Tom Ulrich 

And so, during this Advent, let us consider how ordinary people like us can be 

 wise enough to follow a star, 

 humble enough to learn from a Child, 

 brave enough to trust the radical way of God’s promises, 

 and gracious enough to embrace everyone who is created in God’s image . . . 

 for, as we do, we may for the first time experience a truly life-changing Christmas. 

Blessings, 

tom 



Yours in Christ, 

John Sezna 

2019 Governing Board President 

Dear New Covenant Community Church Members and Friends, 

The holiday season is upon us, and lots of great things 

are happening. Sadly, in November we lost Diane 

Debevec. Our prayers and sympathies go out to  

Lew and her family. Also in November, we held a me-

morial service for Chuck Cooley. The very next day 

was Election day and we had three precincts voting in 

our Fellowship Hall. The poll workers sent us a thank 

you card, saying that we were their best hosts in re-

cent memory! We also made $30 for the church with 

the Election Bake sale. On November 10th several of 

our members attended a concert called “Beyond Tol-

erance: Voices of Many Faiths” at St. Paul’s Catholic 

Church in Firestone Park. We had another Movie 

night, November 15th with the film “Peanut Butter 

Falcon”. On November 17th we formally received and 

dedicated pledges for 2020. We thank you for your 

continued contributions to NCCC.  And, if you have 

not yet turned in your pledge for next year, please 

consider doing so as soon as possible. On November 

17th we elected Jim Strandberg and John Miller to 3-

year terms on the Governing Board starting in 2020. 

We also elected Mark Davis, Margaret Roth and Joan 

Lannoch to 2-year terms on the Nominating Com-

mittee. Susan Stevenor will Chair this committee in 

2020. We also collected and delivered non-perishable 

food items to Harvest Home on November 24th, and 

they delivered everything to One Family Under 

Guard. On November 30th we served as Salvation 

 Army Bell Ringers at the Giant Eagle in Montrose. 

December is also going to be a busy month! 

— The AAIC General Meeting was Tuesday, December 

2nd at The House of the Lord.   

— Our Christmas Bingo Party was Friday, December 6th. 

— We are currently collecting mittens, gloves, scarves 

and socks, plus hoodies for homeless teenagers, for de-

livery to the Immigrant Christmas Party on December 

13th at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.  

— We are asking members to consider giving to the 

Christmas Basket program again this year. The baskets 

cost $45 each, and we are committed to delivering 30 

baskets on Saturday, December 21st.  

— Poinsettias for the sanctuary may be purchased for 

$10 each. 

— We will  collect a Christmas Joy Offering again to 

aid retired clergy and Presbyterian-related schools and  

colleges, which minister to communities of color. On 

Christmas Eve, any undesignated contributions will go 

to the Joy offering.  

— The Governing Board will meet at 4:00 p.m. on  

December 16 in Fellowship Hall. Our December 29th  

service will be a casual event held at the usual time.  A 

busy season, but it should be a joyful one. Please join 

us in celebration and worship.  

Thank you all for your continuing faith and support to 
New Covenant Community Church and its mission. 



Christmas Comes 

by Ann Weems 

Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons. 

The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem 

 or in Times Square, 

     for Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way 

 to Jerusalem— 

     determinedly, inevitably. . . . 

Even now it comes 

     in the face of hatred and warring— 

 no atrocity too terrible to stop it, 

 no Herod strong enough, 

 no hurt deep enough. 

 no curse shocking enough, 

 no disaster shattering enough. 

For someone on earth will see the star, 

 someone will hear the angel voices, 

 someone will run to Bethlehem, 

 someone will know peace and goodwill: 

 the Christ will be born! 

Join us at 5:30 p.m. 

Let us come together to celebrate the birth of our 

Lord.   

Bring a friend to enjoy this time of worship with you. 

Christmas Basket Delivery  
 Saturday, December 21, 9:30am 

Acme Food Stores in Montrose 

We will again deliver 30 baskets at $45/each. Denote “Christmas 
baskets” on checks and offering envelopes to make a donation. 

Thank you,for making these missions work! 

Purchase a Poinsettia— You can purchase a poinsettia for your-
self or  in memory of someone, and add to the decorations in  
the Chancel. Each plant cost $10. Please give us the names, etc. 
so we can put the information into the December 22nd bulletin .  
Poinsettias can be picked up after either the Christmas Eve ser-
vice or Dec. 29th service.  Donations can be placed in the enve-
lope provided or put into the offering plate. 



Our ‘Christmas for the Love of Children’ program has been 

very busy  preparing for our big distribution day on Wednes-

day, December 18th.  We are currently in need of donated 

Christmas rolled wrapping paper and Christmas cards to share with our clients when they 

arrive on December 18th to pick of their children’s Christmas gifts. 

As in the last few years - we also like to offer several rolls of free Christmas wrapping pa-

per to each parent/guardian to take with them, after they have obtained their sponsor gifts. 

The wrapping paper gives the parent/guardian the opportunity to personally wrap the gifts 

they received for their children. We also like to have our clients write thank you notes to 

their sponsors so we offer free Christmas cards for the parent/guardian to write when they 

arrive. These Christmas cards are in our lobby for the parent/guardian to write their person-

al note and then card is given to the sponsors so the sponsors receive an appreciation 

thank you for the sponsor’s thoughtfulness. The Christmas wrapping paper and cards will 

gratefully be accepted until Monday, December 16th and can be dropped off anytime be-

tween 9am and 4pm.  

For more information regarding Christmas paper, Christmas cards or sponsoring a child or 

children please contact Jess Rist at j.rist@openm.org or at 330.434.0110 ext. 409.  Thank 

you for your consideration of adding to our program. 

To recap the wonderful Nov. 10 program, “Beyond Tolerance:  Voices of Many 
Faiths,” I wish to share a quote from Lee Holmes, the person responsible for 
many of the performance groups that day.  “A middle-aged man approached 
me on Monday (the day after the performance), while I was out,  and about 
and said he stayed for the entire AAIC program.  He told me he didn’t go out for 
all this race and religion mixing stuff, but throughout the program he began to 

feel differently about how he had felt.  He said it suddenly dawned on him that here we are in a Cath-
olic church filled with people who were there from all these differing religious views and races under 
one roof, peacefully demonstrating a love of God, in their own special way.  He said the event 
changed his mind completely.  I shook his hand, hugged the guy, and said, ‘Man, You Got It!’”   
 
My comments:  This is certainly the essence of interfaith work.  What a powerful message in this  
Season of Advent , especially as we celebrate the second Sunday devoted to Peace.  Enjoy the 5  
minute video at the  service on Dec. 8, captured by Josh Gippin, our AAIC PR person.  And…man, do 
we have it? 
 
The Dec. 3 General meeting of AAIC occurred at the House of the Lord in Akron.  Ideas at the meeting 
included a proposal from the Spiritual Life Committee for a conversation on Nones and Millennials 
and the showing of a documentary on Theodore Hesburgh, Civil rights activist and President of Notre 
Dame.  





New Initiatives Group 
 

The purpose of this small group of our members is to not only support the AIIA in their immigration issues, 
thus bringing more focus to our church, but also to get more people (the neighborhood) in the door of our 
building as we feature different activities and opportunities to serve.   
 

This month we are playing a a large role in the Immigrant Christmas Party on Dec. 13 at Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church. You, the congregation, are providing hats, gloves, socks, etc. for the children plus hoodies 
and any gloves for mainly homeless teenage boys in the North Hill area.  In addition, our group is  providing 
100 cookies for the party.  Anyone is welcome to attend the party.  For rides, speak with members of the 
group—Nancy Clem, Cathy King, Ken Williams, Nancy Williams, or Hal Horton. 
 

As a group, we have sponsored the three movies this summer and fall, enjoyed by many of  our members 
even though the “outside” world failed to show up,  as well as a successful drive-by petition signing requir-
ing background checks for all people wanting to purchase handguns.    
 

Our group also came up with the idea of tutoring at Case School and possibly having a Book Fair there.  
Luckily, the Missions Committee with Lev Anderson’s direction has taken on the tutoring project. If funding 
is available, there will also be a small Book Fair sometime next year. 
 

In addition to promoting and working on our church’s participation in next year’s Hunger Walk on May 3, 
the group will be meeting in early January to discuss ideas going forward. New Initiatives is a member of 
Governing Board, taking the place of the old Member Development/New Member Committee.  We have no 
chair; anyone is welcome to suggest an idea to the group members as there will be a report made at each 
month’s Governing Board meeting. 

Acme Community Cashback Program for 2019 ends Dec. 28!  Please put receipts into the white 
church in the hall to help us raise money.  Where the proceeds go will be determined later  

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS: 
     Thank you to all who donated canned and dry goods to our Harvest Home Food Collection!! One Family 
Under Guard was grateful for our donations. A word for future collection: please only provide food that has 
not expired (don’t just clean out your pantries or give food you would not eat yourself) 

    Thank you, also to all who helped ring the   bell for the Salvation Army!!! 
    Coming up on Saturday, December 21 at 9:30 am, we will once again assemble at the Montrose Acme for 

our annual Christmas Basket Delivery      Betsy, Barb and Lev have been working hard to set up  
deliveries of 30 baskets. The baskets are $45 each and it’s not too late to make a basket donation. Thank 
you! 
    Hope to see you there!!!!! 
    Lastly, Missions Committee is very excited about our new volunteer opportunities at Case Elementary 
School. They desperately need adults to help the little ones with number and letter recognition. Please 
contact Lev or Margie if you are interested!!! 

Purchase a Poinsettia— You can purchase a poinsettia for yourself or  in memory of 
someone, and add to the decorations in  the Chancel. Each plant cost $10. Please give us 
the names, etc. so we can put the information into the December 22nd bulletin .  
Poinsettias can be picked up after either the Christmas Eve service or on Dec. 29 after 
church.  Donations can be placed in the envelope provided or put in the offering plate. 



The tradition of the Christmas Candlelight Concerts will 
continue at the historic St. Bernard Catholic Church with 
the Metropolitan Chorus. . The program will feature a va-
riety of traditional holiday classics as well as a featured 
performance of Dan Forrest's Jubilate Deo and the 
"Hallelujah" Chorus from Handel's Messiah!   

Friday, December 20th at 7:30pm EST 

Summit Choral Society Presents:  
Christmas Candlelight Concert 2019 

Messiah Sing 

 On Sunday, December 15, at 3pm, the Master Singers  
Chorale of Northeast Ohio,  will host a Messiah Sing at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Akron, as a benefit to support Feeding Hope Food Pantry. 
The Messiah Sing, where the audience becomes the chorus, is an oppor-
tunity to join the Master Singers Chorale in a performance of Part One of 

Handel’s “Messiah.” Please bring (unexpired) non-perishable food items or personal hygiene items 
for the Food Pantry.  For more information on this event or the Chorale for its 2020 season, please 
visit their website, mastersingersinc.org or find them at Facebook.com/mastersingerschorale  

CHRISTMAS BINGO PARTY 2019 

FOOD 
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