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  WELCOME

  PRELUDE This Is My Song (Finlandia) – Hayes

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Let us worship the God who shares His grace before we deserve or earn it.
People: Let us worship the One who refuses to be confined to places of privilege, civility, or

holiness.
Leader: Let us worship the Lord who is neither deterred by the variety of need nor by the

diversity of the needy.
People: Let us praise the One who watches over all creation.
Leader: Let us serve the God of all nations, who gathers people of all cultures and languages into

one family.
People: Let us worship the Lord who calls us to remember that we are all brothers and

sisters in Christ.

*HYMN OF PRAISE O Beautiful for Spacious Skies #564

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain!

America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!

America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!

America! America! May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness And every gain divine.

O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears!

America! America! God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!

  PRAYERS OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Merciful God, often it is only when we find ourselves in the depths of despair that we call out
to You.

We have dug the trenches of violence and revenge, but we have not discovered true peace.
We have foraged through the mines of wealth, but we have not found fulfillment.

We have explored the canyons of our culture, but we have not experienced true joy.
Forgive us, Lord, and lift us from the depths of our sin.

Heal our brokenness, and lead us through the darkness with Your light,
so that we may rejoice in Your steadfast love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord, in
whose name we pray. (Silent)

  ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  (adapted from Colossians 1:13-14)
Leader: God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom

of His beloved Son.
People: In Jesus Christ, we experience redemption and the forgiveness of our sins.
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  SCRIPTURE Amos 6:1-7
1 Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, the
notables of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel resorts!  2 Cross over to Calneh,
and see; from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines.  Are you
better than these kingdoms?  Or is your territory greater than their territory, 3 O you that put far
away the evil day, and bring near a reign of violence?  4 Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 5 who sing
idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; 6 who
drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the
ruin of Joseph!  7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the
loungers shall pass away.

  SCRIPTURE Amos 7:7-15
7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with
a plumb line in his hand.  8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”  And I said, “A
plumb line.”  Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people
Israel; I will never again pass them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the
sword.”

10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
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bombing of Birmingham's
Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church, artist Charles White
c rea t ed  “Bi rmingham
Totem.” In the work a young
African-American boy, his
head and body covered by a
blanket, sits atop a pile of
rubble from the bombed
church.  From his right hand,
a plumb line hangs down in
front of the wreckage.

conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all
his words.  11 For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into
exile away from his land.’” 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land
of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for
it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”  14 Then Amos answered Amaziah,
“I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,
15 and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.’”

  MEDITATION Prophetic Accents

  ANTHEM How Great Thou Art – Keveren

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
. . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

  INVITATION TO GIVE

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Unison)
Loving God, whose embrace enfolds every person and place,

we thank You for blessing us with all we need to do Your work.
Equip us with the grace to employ our offerings for Your service,

and grant that the gifts we share
will serve as a source of hope and healing to the world,

for we offer this prayer in the name of the One
who inspires us for mission and ministry, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*HYMN Here I Am, Lord #525

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send?

Here am I, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

Refrain:
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them, They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?

Refrain

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide, Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?

Refrain

*BENEDICTION

  POSTLUDE Tribute to America – Hayes

Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z

You are invited to be seated as we listen to the Postlude which sends us forth into the world.
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